Concluding remarks

Kazunarin Sakai

How have the Euro-Japanese relations developed and where will they go? What we aimed at this
workshop was to consider it by focusing on the historical, cultural and political aspects.

Prof. Willy Vande Walle, whose paper contributed as a keynote speech, analyzed the process of
development of mutual exchange between Europe and Japan from the historico-cultural point of view;
starting from the Belgian engagement to Asia, it was shown clearly that Euro-Japanese exchange
became popular since mid-19" century. While European interests towards Asia were slided from China
to Japan, Belgium-Japan relations developed; furthermore exchange between two parties grew to
relations between Europe as a whole and Japan. In this process, different key persons deepened
exchanges in socio-cultural contents and values, which ranged from personal to cultural, societal and
diplomatic levels.

Through reflecting these cultural and political roots of Euro-Japanese relations in details, Japan
and Europe have experienced different histories and have been placed in different international
environment, however through hundreds years of exchange and communications and sharing political
regime changes and experiences of two world wars, we should be aware, both parties reached some
recognition about similarities among them as well as differences.

Prof. Lluc Lopez Vidal let us know that Euro-Japanese relations developed not only in economic
sphere but also in political and security one gradually in 1970s, and he pointed out it is significant that
we treat the relations among the two parties in the context of multilateral ones as well as bilateral.

Particularly on introducing a view of “interregionalism”, it is showed a need to catch the
relationship from a comprehensive framework including economy, politics and culture and a unique
style of relationship other than between US and Japan; namely Japan and Europe can develop further
their cooperation, merely on economic matters based on trade and commerce and treating the
symptoms against diversified threats in security sphere, but also as global actors sharing a common
security culture putting importance on civilian power and human security and a method of
institution-building on multiple issues.

Professor Noemi Lanna focused her analysis on the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) as a
political intersection between Europe and Japan. Being rich in natural resources, the region has been
always suffered from political instability and conflicts; but it is a crucial region for Japan in energy
resources, and recent piracy off the Somali coast is an obstacle to transportation by sea of crude oil.
The “Arab Spring” since the end of 2010 has made many parts of the region instable at least in a short
term, Japan cannot ignore the situation. For Europe, on the other hand, as this region from the
Mediterranean to the Arabian Peninsula is very close geographically and has a historically and
politically strong linkage, stability and development here is also crucial.

Importance of the region, paying attention to human security as ways to stabilize the region,
through which Europe and Japan coincide their philosophy and interest and it means that now is the
time two parties have to deepen mutual cooperation and act together. The presentation of Prof. Lanna
made clear how they could take form and make substantial reinforcement of their diplomatic
cooperation, and its necessity.

Through each presentation and discussion, we could recognize that Europe and Japan have a close
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relationship in historical and cultural perspectives although they are very far geographically, and that
in a changing situation of global politics, both parties have got an opportunity to reinforce their
cooperation and partnership in political issues and they cannot pass it up.

From a historico-cultural point of view, there has been a share of common values such as liberal
democracy, rule of law and respect of human rights. In a political context, Europe and Japan have
found a recognition that two of them have a same intention to prevail such values to closer and crucial
regions for their own interest and in order to do so they share a methodology, that is to say a security
culture. And it must be evoked that cultural exchanges and political cooperation based on sharing

values are complementary and for advancing cooperative actions both are indispensable.
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