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To date we know relatively little about the perspectives and experiences of female transnational elites. Our
presentation looks at the mobility and life strategies, concerns and contexts, and sense of belonging of three
broad types of transnational female professionals who arrived in Hong Kong between 1970s and 2010s. We
will suggest how studies of expatriate women can pave the way for thinking beyond traditional models of
assimilation in theorising and empirical investigation in the field of migration in global cities.
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MAGGY LEE, The University of Hong Kong

X — V= (FBR PR FAIREIR)
Maggy is Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Hong Kong.
She has published widely on migration and human trafficking. Her publications
include: Trafficking and Global Crime Control (Sage, 2011), Human
Trafficking (Willan, 2007), and ‘‘Human Trafficking and Border Control in the
Global South’ in Aas and Bosworth (eds), The Borders of Punishment (Oxford
University Press, 2013). She is the Principal Investigator on a number of research
projects, including ‘British and Asian lifestyle migrants’(funded by the ESRC/Hong
Kong Research Grants Council), ‘Female transnational professionals in Hong Kong’
(funded by the HK Central Policy Unit), and the Co-Investigator on ‘Big data, live
methods and surveillance subjectivities among transnational migrants in Hong Kong’ (funded by the British Academy).

THOMAS WONG, The University of Hong Kong
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Thomas is Honorary Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of
Hong Kong. He received his PhD at Oxford University and has taught at The
University of Hong Kong for the past thirty five years. His specialist areas of
teaching and research are on social theory, class and stratification, marriage and
family. His publication includes ‘Parent’s choice: A note on parental value and

social class’ in Lau Siu Kai et al (eds), Indicators of Social Development: Hong Kong
2001 (The Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
2003) and ‘Tolerance and trust: Exploring the ethos of the Hong Kong people’ in
Lau Siu Kai et al. (eds), Indicators of Social Development & Hong Kong 1999 (The
Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, CUHK, 2001).
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