When Language hits the Beat:
Synchronising Movement to Speech
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For decades, the concept of rhythm in language has been controversially
debate (Roach 1982, Cummins 2012). There is a great deal of
disagreement on the unit, the definition, the study method and the sheer
existence of rhythm in language. However, it has been noted that previous
studies did not involve the core feature of rhythm - its ability to entrain
movement. In this talk, | will discuss my recent research that aims to
understand what makes speech sound rhythmic by using a movement-
based paradigm. Applications of this paradigm to language are relatively
rare, but proved promising in pilot studies.
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