
Students' research themes

Nobuyuki KONNO, Associate Professor
Subjects: Japanese Language and Culture
Research fields: Japanese intellectual history. Associate Professor Konno conducts studies on the 
nationalism from the 1920s to the 1940s from viewpoints with an awareness of history and religion.

Fumiaki ITAKURA, Associate Professor
Subjects: Japanese Visual Arts

Shizue OSA, Professor
Subjects: Contemporary Japanese Society

memory and Occupied Japan.

Yaroslav Shulatov, Associate Professor
Subjects: Japan-Russia Relations

 Russo-Japanese relations and the history of international relations in East Asia during 
the second half of XIX ~ first half of XX century, particularly the foreign policy of Japan and Russia (Soviet 
Union) and decision making process through the position of various political actors.Masato KARASHIMA, Associate Professor

Subjects: Japanese Social History
 Japan-Southeast Asia relations, American philanthropy, Transwar studies

In the Japanology Course, we explore human activities in Japan from a cultural point of view while positioning Japanese culture relative to various cultures 
in the world. We aim to address, jointly study and learn an extremely wide range of cultural and social issues from ancient to modern times concerning 
literature, arts, religion and philosophy. The course also provides opportunities to improve professional skills for reading ancient papers and reviewing 
documents, which are often required to deepen understanding of Japanese culture and society. Moreover, the course provides specialized training to 
foreign students so that they can discuss Japanese culture and society by an academic process without being captivated by popular views of Japan. Our 
objective is to nurture individuals who can discuss Japan with specialized skills and high-level academic capabilities.

Japanology

· Studies on Thai wives who have Japanese husbands
· Representations and practives of Ainu Culture today ---Case studies of cultural activies in Shiraoi town

ustralia from the early development of Australian-Japan relationships

· Studies on secretaries and the training of secretaries in Outer Mongolia in the Qing period
· A study about the Ownership of Farmlands and its Contracts in Inner Mongolia during Manchu Qing Period: Cases in Guihuacheng Tümed Banner (12th

Students' research themes

Tomomi ITO,  Professor
Subjects: Culture and Society in Southeast Asia

Ke WANG, Professor
Subjects: Culture and Society in China

Sachiko KUBOTA, Professor
Subjects: Culture and Society in Oceania

Going through major changes in economy and international exchanges, the Asia-Pacific region is rapidly growing. In this sense it is one of the most 

has changed with the wave of globalization. Therefore, in order to have a deep understanding of the characteristics of the region, we need to conduct 
specialized in-depth studies on many aspects including social structure, religion, history and economic circumstances. This course has a well-established 
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Yasushi SADAYOSHI, Professor
Subjects: National Integration in Southeast Asia
Research fields: Modern history of Indonesia, studies on overseas Chinese

Shinichi TANIGAWA, Professor
Subjects: Society and Economy in China
Research fields: China's political and social movements, elite and stratification, and the US - China 
relation

Mamoru HAGIHARA, Professor
Subjects: Culture and Society in Mongolia
Research fields: Asian history, especially Mongolian and Chinese history from the Qing period to the present

, Indigenous Studies

Naoko TERAUCHI, Professor
Subjects: Japanese Performing Arts
Research fields: Studies on Japanese traditional music and performing arts. In relation to various 
cultures in Asia and other parts of the world.

Master course: Research on gender equality program of Kobe city; A study on the source History of Onsenji-temple in Kinosaki; A research on the thoughts 
of the flower arrangement practice in the Edo period; Images of Japanese performing arts displayed in journals for national propaganda.
Doctoral course: Ethnographical study on the folk music and dance for rice-planting; A study of folk literature in connection with feudal lords in the early 
modern era; A study on cultural policy on radio broadcasting in the post-war Okinawa under US military occupation; A study on iemoto system in cha-
no-yu (tea ceremony) since the modern era; A study of the hygiene problems in East Asia in the 19th century: focusing on an open port Incheon, Korea; A 
study of newspaper reports on Tottori earthquake in 1943.

Yaroslav SHULATOV, Associate Professor



Yoko AOSHIMA, Associate Professor
Subjects: Culture and Society in the Slavic World
Research fields: Professor Aoshima studies the modern history of Russia and Eastern European 
countries. She is specially interested in modernizing reforms, social transformation and emergence of 
nationalisms in the area.

Hirotaka INOUE, Associate Professor
Subjects: Multiethnicity in North America
Research fields: Based on politics, Professor Inoue conducts American studies with a focus on the 
history of intellectuals and democracy in the United States from the end of the 19th century to the 
20th century.

Takuya OZAWA, Professor
Subjects: Latin America and Global History
Research fields: Professor Ozawa specializes in Latin America, especially the modern history of 
Central America. He studies ethnic issues and culture concerning export crops that largely regulate 
the society of Central America.

Chiyo SAKAMOTO, Professor
Subjects: Cultural Representation in France
Research fields: Professor Sakamoto specializes in French literature with special interest in French 
female writers and their works. She studies French female writers of the 19th century including 
George Sand and Marie d’Agoult, romanticism, Jeanne d’Arc, etc. A wider range of issues will be 
addressed in her class, such as the history and representations of European women.

Takuya NISHITANI, Professor
Subjects: Literary and Visual Culture in North America
Research fields: American literature, especially Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and other 
writers of the American Renaissance; film studies, especially adaptation studies and comparative 
studies in the narrative representation in film and literature.

Keiji NOTANI, Professor
Subjects: Religion and Culture in Britain
Research fields: Professor Notani conducts studies the relation between Christian religion and English 
and American culture/literature. He wants to see how religion is involved in the formation of culture 
and view religion as an identity component for individuals and culture.

Teaching staff

Daichi ISHIMORI, Associate Professor
Subjects: Social Anthropology
Research fields: Cultural anthropology, Oceanic studies, religious movements, conflicts, globalization 
and cultural changes



Master’s program: Foreigners in Meiji Japan, Text-Image Relations in the Classics, Gardens in Myths, View of Nature, Environmental Issues, Food and 
Toxic Chemicals, Whitehead’s Philosophy of Organism, Xu Guang-qi’s View on Mathematics

Students' research themes

Yuika KITAMURA, Associate Professor
Subjects: Translating Classical Literature

of Genji.” .

Togo TSUKAHARA, Professor
Subjects: Science, Technology and Society

Sara PARK, Lecturer
Subjects: Trans-border Culture and Society
Research fields: Nationalism and international migration.

Masaru TOHDA, Professor
Subjects: Japan-US Cultural Exchange

culture with a focus on Japan-US cultural exchange in the Meiji era. He has written research papers 
concerning Lafcadio Hearn, Sosuke Natsume and Masuji Ibuse.

Takayuki YAMASAWA, Associate Professor
Subjects: Transcultural Studies in the Ancient World

ruins and receive a lot of media coverage. It is unspectacular philology, but Associate Professor 
Yamasawa believes there is still a lot we can learn from the documents left by ancient people.

In this course, we deal with various aspects of civilization and culture that transcend the boundaries of various matters such as geography and language, 
and conduct comparative studies from a historical point of view concerning the dynamism of the transformation brought about by the transmission and 

disadvantages in civilization and culture in mind, we focus on such aspects as resistance, prejudice and creation underlying the phenomena considered to 
be unilateral acceptance, and aim to deepen our understanding of the interactions of such aspects and the bidirectionality of transformation based on the 
latest studies.

Comparative Studies of Civilization and Culture

Thematic approach: Regional integration, Preventive diplomacy, Conflict and Peace building, Security, Ethnopolitics, Party politics, Democratization, 
Welfare state, Educational policy, Transnational relations, Contemporary history of International relations
Regional approach: EU studies, French politics, British politics, German politics, Spanish politics, Italian politics, Politics in Northern Europe, American 
politics, Politics in the Middle East, Politics in ex-Yugoslavia, Indian politics, Sino-Japanese relations, Sino-American relations, Politics in the Mediterranean

Students' research themes

Kazunari SAKAI, Professor
Subjects: International Relations

and diplomacy

Maraharu YASUOKA, Associate Professor
Subjects: Contemporary Politics 

Government, Urban Politics
 Contemporary modern American

 

politics (especially the federal system and urban issues)

Satoru NAKAMURA, Professor 
Subjects: Regional Politics

Eastern Political economy, Saudi Arabian History

Tomokazu SAKANO, Professor
Subjects: Comparative Politics
Research fields: European integration and domestic politics and 
economy, transformation of the re-organization process of a welfare state, contemporary modern British 
English politics, party politics

department who are specialists in international relations, international political economy, security studies, public policies and urban administration. The area 

graduate and undergraduate students will be actively engaged in research work in line with the international standard. Students can master a variety of 

International Relations and Comparative Politics
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